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At a long day’s end
A yawn copied ruefully
Fellowship parting.




A friend has come and is now leaving.  It’s a spring afternoon. As he leaves, the friend yawns.  While 
seeing his friend off, the host also yawns.  It is a friendship they don’t want to leave behind.  In the 













A bell’s sound echoes, low pitched – echoes again.  The sound echoes over a rural field overhung with 
fall haze – an eternal sound.  It is the sound of the Horyuji temple bell.
Just now, the poet had been stuffing himself with persimmons he had been given. 
He was also feasting on the scenery and history of the ancient capital of Nara.
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